100 (mostly good) Ideas for Assessing Students’ Learning or Course/Project Outcomes

	Artifact Type
	Assessment Idea (easily adaptable to suit specific needs)

	Student Papers
	Analyze final paper using rubric on civic understanding, critical thinking, and applied knowledge

	Student Papers
	Score midterm position paper for depth of engagement with community perspectives

	Student Papers
	Assess pre- and post-course writing samples for growth in ethical reasoning or attitudinal shifts

	Student Papers
	Use thematic coding to analyze student arguments related to social responsibility

	Student Papers
	Evaluate integration of community data or partner insights into final essays

	Student Papers
	Compare analysis in papers from engaged vs. non-engaged sections of same course

	Student Projects
	Assess quality of project deliverables (e.g., brochures, reports, toolkits) using clarity, utility, and community relevance rubric

	Student Projects
	Rate group collaboration using peer assessments and process logs

	Student Projects
	Analyze final product for evidence of interdisciplinary thinking or systems understanding

	Student Projects
	Use reflection memo to evaluate how students adapted work based on community feedback

	Student Projects
	Review prototypes or drafts through iterative faculty-partner-student review cycle

	Student Projects
	Score final project based on impact, feasibility, and alignment with partner goals

	Student Reflections
	Score reflection journals using rubric on insight, self-awareness, and connections to course themes

	Student Reflections
	Thematically code reflections for patterns in student growth or civic identity

	Student Reflections
	Compare early vs. late reflections to assess development in cultural humility

	Student Reflections
	Have students complete a structured reflective template with prompts on power, privilege, and positionality

	Student Reflections
	Assess reflections for evidence of community context understanding

	Student Reflections
	Collect audio/video reflections and code for emotional engagement or transformation

	Student Surveys/Forms
	Use pre/post surveys to assess change in student attitudes about community engagement

	Student Surveys/Forms
	Include confidence or skill growth scales for project-based competencies

	Student Surveys/Forms
	Administer short weekly self-check surveys on collaboration or stress levels

	Student Surveys/Forms
	Use exit ticket forms after community site visits to capture impressions

	Student Surveys/Forms
	Include open-ended survey items asking what surprised students most

	Student Surveys/Forms
	Use 360-degree feedback forms including self, peer, and partner evaluations

	Presentations or Performances
	Score presentations using rubric on communication, stakeholder awareness, and depth of understanding

	Presentations or Performances
	Have partners provide feedback on clarity, professionalism, and responsiveness

	Presentations or Performances
	Use audience questions to assess student ability to adapt on the spot

	Presentations or Performances
	Record presentations and have students review and self-assess their delivery

	Presentations or Performances
	Have interdisciplinary panels score presentations for relevance and impact

	Class Discussions or Peer Work
	Use peer review to assess drafts of community-engaged assignments

	Class Discussions or Peer Work
	Facilitate structured small group discussions and code themes from transcripts

	Class Discussions or Peer Work
	Use group processing logs to assess collaboration and problem-solving

	Class Discussions or Peer Work
	Have students rate team effectiveness anonymously

	Class Discussions or Peer Work
	Score peer feedback forms for specificity and constructiveness

	Community Partner Surveys/Forms
	Collect end-of-term surveys asking partners to rate project usefulness and student preparedness

	Community Partner Surveys/Forms
	Include Likert scales on satisfaction with communication, deliverables, and logistics

	Community Partner Surveys/Forms
	Ask partners to identify skills or qualities students demonstrated most clearly

	Community Partner Surveys/Forms
	Survey partners about continued use or impact of student work after course ends

	Community Partner Reflections or Debriefs
	Invite partners to write a short reflection letter on their experience with the course/project

	Community Partner Reflections or Debriefs
	Hold structured debrief meetings and take notes for later analysis

	Community Partner Reflections or Debriefs
	Use an interview protocol with partners focused on strengths, challenges, and suggestions

	Community Partner Reflections or Debriefs
	Ask partners to identify signs of student growth they observed directly

	Community Partner Ratings/Reviews
	Use a quick scoring sheet for each student based on professionalism, responsiveness, and initiative

	Community Partner Ratings/Reviews
	Have partners rate how well students met agreed-upon goals

	Community Partner Ratings/Reviews
	Invite partners to complete a checklist on student contributions and communication

	Community Partner Ratings/Reviews
	Use partner feedback to help triangulate assessment of course and project outcomes

	Student Papers
	Compare argumentation structure in final paper across different student cohorts

	Student Papers
	Analyze how students incorporate community voice into academic writing

	Student Papers
	Score reflective essays using rubric on humility and positional awareness

	Student Papers
	Map citation sources in papers to assess depth of community-based research

	Student Papers
	Evaluate use of primary sources gathered through fieldwork or interviews

	Student Papers
	Review policy briefs for clarity, evidence use, and real-world applicability

	Student Projects
	Assess feasibility of proposed solutions using community-informed criteria

	Student Projects
	Evaluate stakeholder analysis documents for complexity and clarity

	Student Projects
	Score logic models or project plans for alignment with stated outcomes

	Student Projects
	Use a rubric to assess adaptability shown during project pivots

	Student Projects
	Involve community partners in reviewing final deliverables against project needs

	Student Projects
	Use peer evaluation to assess contribution across multi-phase projects

	Student Reflections
	Have students complete pre-structured video diaries with recurring reflection prompts

	Student Reflections
	Score weekly blog entries for progression in reflective depth

	Student Reflections
	Use word cloud analysis to identify common reflection themes

	Student Reflections
	Create reflection portfolios and assess for cumulative growth

	Student Reflections
	Have students connect reflections to course readings using citations

	Student Reflections
	Ask students to identify their own most significant moment and explain why

	Student Surveys/Forms
	Use goal-setting forms at course start and follow-up surveys to assess progress

	Student Surveys/Forms
	Include short identity/mindset scales (e.g., civic identity, empathy) pre/post

	Student Surveys/Forms
	Survey students anonymously about fears or expectations before first site visit

	Student Surveys/Forms
	Use image-based check-ins (e.g., select a photo that represents your experience)

	Student Surveys/Forms
	Include open-ended 'What have you changed your mind about?' prompts

	Student Surveys/Forms
	Use word association tasks (e.g., describe the community in three words) before and after

	Presentations or Performances
	Invite students to co-create the criteria for presentation assessment

	Presentations or Performances
	Have students include a self-scored rubric with their presentation

	Presentations or Performances
	Create short peer review forms for panel presentations or showcases

	Presentations or Performances
	Assess digital storytelling products for narrative structure and clarity

	Presentations or Performances
	Use a reflection prompt immediately after the presentation for self-assessment

	Presentations or Performances
	Score infographics or digital flyers for visual communication effectiveness

	Class Discussions or Peer Work
	Use collaborative concept mapping exercises and assess integration of perspectives

	Class Discussions or Peer Work
	Analyze discussion transcripts for use of key course terms or concepts

	Class Discussions or Peer Work
	Use real-time polling tools (e.g., Mentimeter) to assess comprehension mid-discussion

	Class Discussions or Peer Work
	Score role-playing activities or simulations using pre-defined criteria

	Class Discussions or Peer Work
	Have students write brief takeaways after each discussion and submit

	Class Discussions or Peer Work
	Assess participation in fishbowl or structured dialogue activities

	Creative/Media Artifacts
	Have students submit photo essays with captions and score for depth of insight

	Creative/Media Artifacts
	Evaluate podcasts for content clarity, storytelling, and ethical considerations

	Creative/Media Artifacts
	Use rubrics to assess short documentaries for balance, voice, and message

	Creative/Media Artifacts
	Analyze Instagram-style reflection posts for engagement and understanding

	Creative/Media Artifacts
	Score zines or artistic artifacts using creativity, insight, and course connection

	Creative/Media Artifacts
	Assess annotated portfolios of media artifacts and critical responses

	Community Partner Surveys/Forms
	Survey partners about workload balance, time investment, and project alignment

	Community Partner Surveys/Forms
	Include Net Promoter-style questions (e.g., 'Would you collaborate again?')

	Community Partner Surveys/Forms
	Use paired questions: 'How useful was the project?' vs. 'How useful was the process?'

	Community Partner Surveys/Forms
	Ask partners what surprised them about the students or project

	Community Partner Surveys/Forms
	Include rating questions on communication frequency and professionalism

	Community Partner Surveys/Forms
	Assess ease of collaboration and alignment of expectations via scaled items

	Community Partner Reflections or Debriefs
	Have partners write open letters to future students or instructors

	Community Partner Reflections or Debriefs
	Use a reflective checklist with short prompts about project timeline and outcomes

	Community Partner Reflections or Debriefs
	Invite audio-recorded reflections and code for tone and insight

	Community Partner Reflections or Debriefs
	Debrief in a roundtable format with partners and students co-present

	Community Partner Reflections or Debriefs
	Have partners complete a “lessons learned” template post-project

	Community Partner Reflections or Debriefs
	Assess partner suggestions for future project structure or collaboration methods

	Community Partner Ratings/Reviews
	Use a brief partner scorecard on student professionalism, initiative, and teamwork

	Community Partner Ratings/Reviews
	Have partners score final products on usability and accuracy

	Community Partner Ratings/Reviews
	Create a Likert-style form for tracking changes in partner perceptions over time

	Community Partner Ratings/Reviews
	Track consistency between partner rating and student self-evaluation

	Community Partner Ratings/Reviews
	Score student performance based on promptness, follow-through, and adaptability

	Community Partner Ratings/Reviews
	Assess alignment between student deliverables and partner's expressed goals

	Other Course Artifacts
	Assess syllabus alignment with stated community engagement goals

	Other Course Artifacts
	Analyze course materials for representation of diverse community voices

	Other Course Artifacts
	Use TA/faculty observations of student behavior at community sites

	Other Course Artifacts
	Score in-class role play or pre-site simulations for preparation quality

	Other Course Artifacts
	Evaluate student-created resources for peers (e.g., site visit guides)

	Other Course Artifacts
	Assess online discussion threads for growth in civic discourse and ethical reasoning



