Berea College Academic Assessment Program 
Alternative Assessment Process for Programs with External Accreditation

Overview
The Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, Council on Colleges (SACSCOC), the College’s primary regional accrediting body, requires the college to ‘…focus on the design and improvement of educational experiences to enhance student learning and support student learning outcomes for its educational programs’. Fortunately, SACSCOC allows institutions to decide how best to meet this requirement.  

Typically, departments meet this requirement through engaging in the college’s repeating four-year assessment cycle (see “Berea's Outcomes Assessment Plan for Academic Programs” for details). Departments participate in each cycle by first establishing and maintaining a core set of student learning outcomes (SLOs), a curriculum map, and a three-year assessment plan outlining when and how each SLO will be assessed over the next three years. Once these standing requirements have been established, departments engage in three successive annual assessments that document the extent to which students are achieving the SLOs and how departments are making use of assessment information to try to improve student learning. The fourth and final year of each cycle is spent engaged in a departmental self-study informed by the three previous years of outcomes assessment work.  

Programs with external accreditation often operate with a slightly different process than other programs. Typically, external accreditors have assessment requirements that are equal to or more stringent then the requirements set forth by SACSCOC. In such cases, fulfilling the assessment requirements of the external accreditor is usually sufficient to satisfy the requirements of both Berea College and SACSCOC. Therefore, departments with external accreditation are eligible to apply for a special waiver to have their accreditation process substitute for the normal college process, reducing the burden on everyone involved.

To apply for this waiver, the department must first show how their external accrediting body’s requirements meet or exceed the requirements of SACSCOC. This is done through a simple ‘mapping’ process that is submitted to the Director of Academic Assessment. Along with this map, the department forwards a copy of the accrediting body’s most recent formal letter of accreditation as evidence that the program is fulfilling the assessment requirements of SACSCOC. Once a department’s request for a waiver has been received and approved, it will need to submit an updated map and a new formal letter every time it is reaccredited or else the department will be expected to re-engage in the standard assessment process described at the top of this document. 

For questions or comments about this waiver process, please call or email Rob Smith (ext. 3416; robert_smith@berea.edu). 

Step 1: Basic Information
Please fill out the following basic information about your program:

Department Name:  
External Accrediting Agency:  
Today’s Date:  
Current Department Chair (Name & E-mail):  						
Current Assessment Liaison (if not the Department Chair; Name & E-mail):  
[bookmark: _GoBack]					
Step 2: Program Mapping
Departments with external accreditation must still meet the accrediting standards of SACSCOC or submit an assessment report using the standard reporting process. Departments with external accreditation must still meet the following requirements as stipulated by SACSCOC: 

1) The department identifies expected outcomes for student learning;
2) The department assesses the extent to which the expected outcomes are being achieved; and
3) The department provides evidence of seeking improvement in student learning based on analysis of the results. 	

For your mapping to be approved, your external accrediting agency must require the above criterions to be met, in some fashion or another. Below, please provide the exact language that your accrediting body uses to show that each of the requirements listed above is also required by your accrediting body. Use the exact language of your accrediting body. In addition, you must provide the location of where each equivalent requirement can be found (preferably this will be a hyperlink to the appropriate location on the website of your accrediting agency).

	SACSCOC Requirements
	Your Accrediting Body’s Equivalent Requirements (include a hyperlink to the actual requirement)

	The department identifies expected outcomes for student learning.
	

	The department assesses the extent to which the expected outcomes are being achieved.
	

	The department provides evidence of seeking improvement in student learning based on analysis of the results.
	



Step 3: Final Steps
Please e-mail this completed form, along with your department’s most recent formal letter of accreditation, to the Director of Academic Assessment, Rob Smith (robert_smith@berea.edu). The Director will review the program mapping to make sure it meets SACSCOC standards and will notify you in writing of the status of your waiver request.  

